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rewsr Succeeds Tydings In Editorial Chair

“Jerry C. Brewer, Editor R |

As is apparent to readers by now, changes have beeivmade inthe Division Newsletter. Division Lt.
Crndr, Harold Tydings, Broken Arrow, has relinquished the editorial chair due to health problems.
Harold has served unselfishly in that capacity for some time, as.well as traveling over the state to aid
local camps in projects and programs. We are indebted to him for much of the good that has come to the
Oklahoma Division in the last few years and we salute him for a job well done. Of course, he will
continie to be an active member of the Division. : '

It is now my task to fill Harold’s shoes and if you know his shoes—figuratively or literally-—you
know that is a daunting task. I am honored that Division Commander Les Tucker has asked me to take
on this responsibility and in so doing, 1 bring a number of years of journalistic:experience to this post.

My first act is to give the newsletter a name, A “Preceptor” is a teacher and') don’t have to tell
members that we Southrons need teachers of the truth today more than ever. Qur culture and heritage
are under attack from every quarter of the “diversity” crowd in'the name of their brand of tolerance.
That means everything is tolerated by them excepr our Confederate Heritage. More than ever, we who
love our heritage must speak up as preceptors of Southern truth and for that cavse, we have called our
newsletter The Sowhern Preceptor. : , :

Perhaps a little bit of information about me is in order. 1 was born in Childress, Texas in 1941,
attended grade schoo! in Oklahoma and high school in Missouri. Gradusted from the University of
Oklatioma with 2 degree in journalism with an emphasis in Radio, TV and Film, My ancestors came to.
America frorn Wales and England before there existed such a thing as a “United States” They settled in
MNorth Carcling, later migrating to Tennessee, Alabama, Texas and Oklahoma. Many of them served
honorably in Alabama, Texas, Virginia, and Mississippi Confederate units during the War of Northern
Apgression,

I have served as managing editor of one suburban Oklahoma City newspaper—The Moare Monitor
and later The Moare dmerican—and publisher of two weeklies in Texas and Oklahoma, I have also
done acting, producing and directing waork in television and film and taught television and film produc-
tion at Oklahoma City University while managing that school’s-television station in the 1990s. 1 am
also a guspel preacher and married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, Oklahoma. We have 15
grandchildren and one great grandchild and T am currently Camp Commander of the Privates Grayson
& Brewer Camp, No. 2118 in Elk City. Send your camp news to me at txbrew(@itinet.net.
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~ World Premiere Of =
Jefferson Davis Drama Set At Elk City In March )

A new one-man play depicting Jeffefson Davis’ early imprisonment and his later days at Beauvoir
will make its world premiere in Oklahoma March 8th and 9tk Echoes of The Phoenix, written by
Jerry C.'Brewer, camp commander of the Privates Grayson and Brewer Camp, 21 18-in Elk City,
Okla,, is what the author calls “the vindication of the Southern cause Brewer will also produce
and perform in the world premiere at Elk City’s Red Carpet Community Theaire, 422 North Jefferson.

In his preface to the work, Brewer said, “The title of this play comes from Egyptian mythology.
Described by Herodotus as, ‘golden-winged with eagle-like red body,” the Phoenix was legendary
bird “which was supposed to live for 500-600.years in the Arabian Desert, and then consume itself
by fire, rising from the ashes young and beautifu} to live through another cycle as a symbol of
immortality’ (Britannica World Language Dictionary). And though it has lain in the ashes of Lincoln’s
war since 18635, the great Phoenix of liberty does not remain silent, You see, principles and philoso-
phies are not subject to abolition by armed might. The burning desire for liberty in the militarily
conquered peoples of Eastern Europe in the former Soviet Union was never extinguished by their
dictators. Though it lay dormant for more than 70 years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, it
reasserted itself, resulting in the fall of the Berlin Wall, Ry :

“Of the War Between The States; Southemers are derisively told to ‘get over it”” We are over it.
The South was militarily defeated and its states forced back into the union at bayonet point. But the
cause for which Southern men bled and died was never defeated-—and never shall be. It will rise
and reassert itself at another time and, perhaps, in another place.” o

“In June 0f 2007, Oklahoma Division Lt. Commander Harold Tydings was in Elk City to present
a program to our camp and | commented to him that with my background in drama, television and
fitm, I should write a play about Davis,” Brewer said. “Two months later, | had finished the first
draft.” : ‘ .

In order to make the work available to SCV all members, Brewer said he has plans to produce it
on DVD. “T'would love to have this completed by the time the SCV holds its annual reunion in July,
butifit is not completed by then, it will be finished before *The Year of Davis” ends, as a tribute fo
our president in the 200% anniversary year of his birth,” he said. “T am very passionate about this
production and believe that every SCV member should have a copy of it to be used as a part of our
education efforts to combat the revisionist history to which our children are subjected in govern-
ment schools.” ' :

The DVDs will cost $15.00 each, but Brewer said he will make a pre-production price available
to SCV members of $10.00. “This will aid us in the production and allow our members to get the
DVD ata reduced price.” he said. He also said he hopes members across the nation will “order this
work, watch if, pass it on and make it available to friends and family as gifts at Christmas and
birthdays.” o PR '

Brewer has performed on stage, film and television for the past 30 years. He studied drama at the
University of Oklahoma and praduated with a degree in Journalism with an emphasis in radio,
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television and film, He also taught television and film production at Oklahoma City University
where he produced two films while managing that school’s felevision station, He also performed in
two feature films, Offerings. and Lethal Justice, and has done extensive acting in industrial films
for the Texas Cattle Feeders Association and The National Association of Cattlemen.

Bomn June 7, 1941 in Childress, Texas, his ancestors came to America from Wales and England
before there existed such a thing as a “United States.” “From British Colonial days, my ancestors
have been Southerners,” he said. “From North Carolina to Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ala-
bama, Texas and Oklahoma, we have overspread the great Southland. We sprang from the same
stock as those who wrote our Declaration of Independence when we seceded from Britain, who
framed our Constitution of 1787, and who seceded from the union in 1861, invoking the principles
set forth in our founding documents. - o CoE et T

“I was born in the South and grew up revering the memories of larger-than-life heroes such as
Robert Edward Lee, Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson, and President Jefferson Davis. T am unrecon-
structed and unapologetic for the service of my two paternal great grandfathers, Private Peyton G
Brewer, Co. F, 42nd Alabama Infantry and Private George H. Armstrong, Co. F, Locke’s Regiment,
10th Texas Cavalry, my great-great uncle Alvah R. Brewer, Co F, 43rd Mississippi Infantry and my
maternal ancestors, Privates David Bowen and J. L. Bowen, Co. K-(Big Sandy Rangers), th Vir-
ginia Cavalry,. ' _ ' SO LR

“1 send forth this true account of the last years of Jefferson Davis and the vindication of the
Southern cause without apology. If one is seeking a politically correct version: of Davis and the
South, he will not {ind it in this work. I abominate and abhor the ‘political correctness’ which
would eradicate our Southern culture——a culture that is irrevocably bound to the great political
principles for which our sires fought, suffered, bled, and died. T have set forth the truch of our cause,
and have done so unashamedly.” ‘ [ L

Dispatches Of !sﬁt&r@st

- Division Website Overhauled L
Thanks to Gene Hough, the Oklahoma Division website now has a new look. Gene overhaunied
it recently and it looks great. Take a look at ourpresence on the web at www,oklahomasev.org.

Website of Interest VR ‘

One of the best sites on the internet is the Southern Messenger. This site is chock full of
educational material about the Southern Cause. It also has a page where you can honor your
Confederate ancestor by placing his name and unit there. We urge you to check it out. The URL
is http://www.southernmessenger.org. My brother and | have our great grandfathers listed there.

Jeff Davis Play R _
Members who would like to come to Eik City for the play about Jeff Davis’ last years may
reserve seats by calling (580) 225-9190. Admission is $10 per person. There are only two per-
formances; Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and a Sunday Matinee at 2 p.m. Theatre.costs us $400.00.



- Thanks For A Job Well Done

The men and officers of the Oklahoma Division are
grateful to Compatriot Harold Tydings, Broken Arrow, for
a job well done as editor of the Division Newsletter. Harold
{ has stepped down from these duties due to health prob-
1 lems, but continues as an active member of the SCV, Harold

has not only edited the newsletter, but has worked tire-
lessly to help fledgling camps and to recruit new members
across the state, IR
~His family has been in Oklahoma for a century. In 1907,
his grandfather Tydings brought his family to Indian Ter-
ritory. Born in Haskell, Harold grew and attended school
in Muskogee: He attended Oklahoma A&M-—now Okla-
homa State University—where he received a United States
Air Force ROTC commission in 1954,

Harold transports worldwide. He was discharged and recalled in
‘o ; 1961 and flew transports in Southeast Asia,
Tydings D outhea .
¥ g He accepted a direct commission in the United States

Coast Guard in 1962 and moved to San Diego, Calif. where he flew amphibians. Fol-
lowing Flight Safety Officer School at the University of Southern Calif., he transfverred
to Coast Guard duties in the Philippines. Following that, he went to Port Angeles, Wash,
where he was sent to Helicopter School, then to Mobile, Ala. where he was assigned to
fly helicopters as Senior Aviator from Coast Guard Icebreakers, His last tour of duty
was for the Coast Guard in Washington, D.C. where he retired with the rank of Com-
mander in 1979, _

Harold became a Life Member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans in 1991. Since
then he has served as Camp Commander, Camp Adjutant, Editor of the Division News-
letter and as Lt. Commander of the Oklahoma Division. He has also assisted in forming
several camps in Oklahoma and Kansas, :

He is also a member of the Sons of the American Revolution and the War of 1812
Society, He and his wife, Ruth, live in Broken Arrow,

In 1956, he received his pilot’s wings and flew heaﬁy A



ns of Confederate Veterans
thoma Division Reunion 2008
~Saturday, April 12, 2008

Comfort Inn - 1707 SW 27th, El Reno, Okla.
Telephone - (405) 262-3050

Room Rate - $54.00 (Be Sure To Mention SCV)

Registration for the reunion is $15 per member. This includes coffee, tunch and
registration fee. Lunch will be at Montana Mike’s Steak House which is within
walking distance of the meeting facilities. s -

Send your tegistration to SCV Division Adjutant Terry Pierce at P.O. Box 82366,
Oklahoma City, OK 73149. Make your check payable to Okla. Division SCV. It
would be greatly appreciated if you could have your check to Terry by April 7
2008, : e

Election |

This is also an election year, so new division officers—Commander and Lt
Commander-—will be elected. On page 6 is a ballot which will be accepted if
delivered to the meeting by a camp delegate or by mail if sent to the Division
Adjutant who will deliver the ballot to the meeting. The carididates listed on this
ballot are those who have agreed to serve. Write-in candidates on the ballot will
be counted. -
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Meeting Schedule
9:30 Coffee
10:00 Opening Ceremony
| 10:10 Camp Reports
 10:30 Diviston Business session
10:45 Short Break L
11:00 Program: “April 12, 1861
12:00 Closing, f@ll‘jcawed by tunch.






